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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on January 15, 2008 has been entered. Claims 13 -32 
are still pending in this application, with claim 1, 26 and 30 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 13-19, 21 and 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Mayeul (European Patent Application No EP0926909A2 as cited by 
applicant). 

Regarding Claim 13, a method for forwarding a signaling message embodied 

accordance with a first signaling protocol (See col. 2, lines 55-57 and col. 1 , lines 30-32) 
from a first device within a first network to a second device within a second network, 
comprising: receiving the signaling message; connecting the first and second networks 
by a third network (See Fig 4, Users 10 and 30); providing a network access device in 
the third network (See Fig.4, User 40); transferring the signaling message from the first 
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device to tlie networl< access device by tunneling the message tlirough the third 
network (See Col.4, Lines35-38); determining if the first signal protocol and a second 
signaling protocol (See col.2, lines 55-57 and col. 1, lines 30-32) supported by the 
second device are the same protocol, the determination made by the network access 
device and based on a target datum identifying the second device (See Col.4, Lines40- 
49); if the protocols are not the same the method further comprising converting the 
signaling message into the second signaling protocol (information element is in the 
different format), transferring the converted signaling message to the second device 
(Fig.4, user 30) by tunneling the message through the third network (See Col. 5, Lines 
10-22 and fig.4, node22); and if the protocols are the same ( information element is in 
same format) the method further comprising transferring the signaling message to the 
second device (Fig.4, user 30) by tunneling the message through the third network (See 
Col.5, Lines 17-22 and fig.4 node 22). 

Regarding Claim 14, the method according to claim 13, wherein protocol 
conversion is handled by the network access device (See Col.4, Lines 33-55). 

Regarding Claim 15, the method according to claim 13, wherein the network 
access device performs functions of a telecommunication device, which serves for a 
switching of a connection for a transfer of voice data in a private data transfer network 
(see Page. 13, Fig 5). 
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Regarding Claim 16, tlie metliod according to claim 13, wiierein tlie network 
access device switclies a connection that transfers voice data in a private data transfer 
network (see Page. 13, Fig 5). 

Regarding Claim 17, the method according to claim 16, wherein a data transfer 
network functions according to the Internet protocol (See Col.1 , Lines 36-43). 

Regarding Claim 18, the method according to claim 13, wherein the network 
access device performs a network access function for a plurality of terminal devices of a 
local data network (See Col.1, Lines 32-34). 

Regarding Claim 19, the method according to claim 13, wherein the network 
access device performs a network access function for a central device of a plurality of 
local data transfer networks, the central device perform services for a plurality of 
terminal devices of a data transfer network (See Col.3, Lines 55-58 and Col 4, Lines 1- 
2). 
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Regarding Claim 21, the method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
reading the target datum with an access function that reads target data of various 
signaling protocols; and determining the first signaling protocol of the received signaling 
message (See Col.5, Lines 1 1-22). 

Regarding Claim 23, the method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
storing the first protocol signal in a storage device; and deciding if a protocol conversion 
is required after the storage step (See Col.8, Lines 50-56). 

Regarding Claim 24, the method according to claim 13, wherein the signaling 
message relates to a transfer of voice data and/or to the performance of additional 
service features for the transfer of voice data (See Col. 7, Lines 44-49). 

Regarding Claim 25, the method according to claim 24, wherein the transfer of 
voice data is in an operating data packet (See Col.1 1 , Lines 49-51). 

In addition using data packet in ISDN is inherent. 

Regarding Claim 26, a program for determining if a signaling message embodied 
accordance with a first signaling protocol supported by a first device requires conversion 
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to a second signaling protocol supported by a second device (See Fig.5), comprising: a 
receiver for receiving the signaling message; a target datum identifying the second 
device and thereby identifying the second signaling protocol; a comparator that 
compares the first signaling protocol of the signaling message with the second signaling 
protocol; and a converter that converts the signaling message into the second signaling 
protocol if the comparator indicates the first and second signaling protocols are different 
(See Col .4, Lines 33-55). 

Regarding Claim 27, the program according to claim 26, wherein the converter 
transfers the signaling message to a network access device to do the conversion (See 
Col.8, Lines 13-22). 

Regarding Claim 28, the program according to claim 26, further comprising a 
storage interface that stores the signaling message (See Col.8, Lines 50-56). 

Regarding Claim 29, the program according to claim 26, further comprising a 
transferring section that transfers the signaling message to the second device (See 
Page 14, Fig 6). 

Regarding Claim 30, a network access device for forwarding a signaling 
message from a first device in a first device in a first network to a second device in a 
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second network (See Fig 4, Users 10 and 30), comprising: a control device for 
evaluating tlie signaling message and determining the second terminal device; a 
compare device that compares a first signaling protocol of the signaling message 
received from the first device and a second signaling protocol supported by the second 
device; and a transfer device that transfers the signaling message to the second device 
(See Col .4, Lines 33-55). 

Regarding Claim 31, the network access device according to claim 30, further 
comprising an interface that accesses a storage device, the storage device comprising 
an association between a terminal device and a server as well as an association 
between a protocol and the server (See Col. 8, Lines 47-58). 

Regarding Claim 32, the network access device according to claim 30, further 
comprising a conversion device that converts the signaling message embodied 
according to the first signaling protocol to a second signaling message protocol (See 
Col.8, Lines 13-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

5. Claims 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mayeul in view Xu (US Patent No 6738390). 

Regarding Claim 20, Mayeul disclose all of the limitations as applied to claim 13. 
Mayeul does not specifically disclose the first and second signaling protocols are 
selected from the group consisting of SIP, H.323, QSIG, SIP based, H.323 based, QSIG 
based, and combinations thereof. Xu teaches the first and second signaling protocols 
are selected from the group consisting of SIP, H.323, QSIG, SIP based, H.323 based, 
QSIG based, and combinations thereof (See Col.1, Lines 9-12 and Lines 66-67 and 
Col.2, Lines 1-15). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 

time the invention was made to mount SIP, H.323 taught by Xu onto the network system 
as shown in Mayeul, in order to protocol conversion so that the systems become well 
organized. 
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Regarding Claim 22, Mayeul and Xu disclose all of the limitations as applied to 
claim 20. Further, Mayeul disclose no protocol conversion is required if the first and 
second signaling protocols are in a same protocol family (See Col.5, Lines 20-22). 



Response to Amendment 

6. Applicant's arguments with regards to claims 1 3-32 filed on January 1 5, 2008 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

On page 6 of the applicant's response. Applicant argued that "each of the independent 
claims is directed to signaling messages and signaling protocols while Mayeul 
(European Patent Application No. EP0926909A2) is not at all related to such." The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. As disclosed on columni , lines 30-33, Mayeul 
discloses that " Signaling protocols for private network are often referred to the "Q" 
reference point or interface between to integrated service" also on column 2, lines 55- 
57, Mayeul discloses that " the public telephone network 5 may use another signaling 
protocol, e.g. common channel signaling system 7 (ss7). 

In regards to claims 20 and 23, Applicant argued the reference fails to teach the 
claimed invention because the primary reference Mayeul (European Patent Application 
No. EP0926909A2) does not at all relate to signaling protocols. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees with the same reasons as discussed above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/525,778 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2619 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tine extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAMTIN KANGARLOO whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-3452. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri 8 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chirag Shah can be reached on (571) 272- 3144. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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